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. Kateri Tekakwitha, bronze,

90 x 34 x 33 inches, by Loretto,
- photo courtesy Larry Phillips
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-using wax clay. Sh1d0n1 Foundry cast the work i in three pleces, then =

the smaller parts — 1nc1ud1ng the feathers, rosary with cross, and '

earrings — were done separately and Welded on: -
A number of people sent the sculptor rosaries, but she ended up

using one from the collection of the Very Rev. Jerome Martinez y :

Alire, the rector at St. Francis Cathedral. L retto wanted the cross to

be subtle, so the finished image is smaller than the eagle feathersand

Tests on Tekak\mthas hand beneath the feathe s she holds.
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The girl who would be known as Blessed Kateri Tek
born to a Christian Algonquin mother and a Mohawk
and was brought up in the Mohawk community of O
Auriesville, N.Y. A member of the Turtle Clan, Tekakw
orphaned at age 4 when both parents and a brother
pox epidemic. The disease scarred her and affected her eyesight.

Tekakwitha first learned about Christianity from Jesuit
missionaries in 1667. After her
Catholic baptism nine years later, she
was ostracized by members of her
community, and she ultimately fled,
trekking 200 miles to the Christian
Indian village of Sault Sainte Marie
near Montreal. She spent what
remained of her short life caring for
the sick and teaching prayers to
children. Also known as Catherine
Tegakwitha/Takwita and as the
Lily of the Mohawks, Tekakwitha
impressed both Indian and French
people in the region with her
extraordinary sanctity. She had
vowed to live a chaste life and was
a virgin when she died in 1680.

Father Pierre Cholenec, a witness
at Tekakwitha’s deathbed, reported
that her face, “so disfigured and so
swarthy in life, suddenly changed
about 15 minutes after her death,
and in an instant became so beautiful
and so fair that just as soon as I saw it (I was praying by her side) I
let out a yell, I was so astonished,” according to a 2002 translation of
Cholenec’s journals by William Lonc of St. Mary’s University, Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

“I frankly admit that my first thought at the time was that Catherine
could well have entered heaven at that moment and that she had —
as a preview — already received in her virginal body a small indica-
tion of the glory of which her soul had taken possession in Heaven.”

Pilgrims visit Tekakwitha’s grave in Caughnawaga, near Montreal,
where the Rev. Clarence Walworth erected a memorial monument in
1884. Pope Pius XII declared Tekakwitha venerable in 1943, and she
was-beatified by Pope John Paul II 23 years ago; she is the first Native
American to be declared a Blessed. <«
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